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Let A be a commutative Banach algebra with unit and let a = (a 1 , . . . , a n ) be an «-tuple of elements of A. Denote by a(a) the joint spectrum of a and by ö(a(a)) the topological algebra of germs of functions holomorphic near a(a). The holomorphic functional calculus, developed by Shilov [6], Arens-Calderdn [4] and Waelbroeck [7] , provides a continuous unital homomorphism 0 a : The usual uniqueness assertion is that the family {0 a } is unique subject to these requirements. However, we can show that the compatibility condition is redundant, and that the individual homomorphisms are themselves unique. The proofs utilize an infinite-dimensional functional calculus developed by Allan [1] and Craw [5] . Regarding A4 as a compact subset of the weak-* dual of A, there is a natural homomorphism 0: 0(aA) -• A. We show that every continuous homomorphism 0: 0(U) -• A factors through 0 and that the value of ©(ƒ), for ƒ in 0(AA) 9 depends only on the behavior of ƒ on a suitably small subvariety of a neighborhood of AA. Details will appear elsewhere.
